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Improve and protect Minnesota’s 
water and soil resources by working in 
partnership with local organizations 
and private landowners. 



Photo Credit: Cannon River Watershed Partnership, 2008
Slide Credit MN DNR, 2015
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Buffers Improve Water Quality



Buffers: Existing Rules and Laws



Buffer: The Law

HF848 - 2016 Tax Bill



Buffer: The Law

Purpose statement:

It is the policy of the state to establish riparian buffers and water 
quality practices to: 
(1) protect state water resources from erosion and runoff 

pollution; 
(2) stabilize soils, shores, and banks; and 
(3) protect or provide riparian corridors.



IBWSR Program Development



BWSR Program Development

• Local role maximization
• Voluntary Implementation/ 

Compliance pre-deadlines
• Process/Decision 

Transparency
• Provide consistency needed 
• Provide guidance requested 
• Public/LGU understanding



IBWSR Program Development

Policy 
Supporting Guidance
Templates:  

Ordinance/Rule/Forms
Tracking Tool



IBWSR Program Development



Compliance Dates

Practices Installed on Public Waters

Compliance waiver for Financial 
Assistance until 2018

Practices Installed on Public Ditches



Buffer Protection Map



“Other waters” maps/lists 

SWCD Role
 In consultation with local water management authorities 
 on or before July 1, 2017
 the SWCD shall develop a summary of watercourses 

Local Water Management Authority Role 
 For Inclusion in the local water management authority's plan. 
 LWM Authority Must incorporate an addendum by July 1, 2018.
 Must address SWCD implementation recommendations at next 

Regular plan update

Buffer Law Does NOT Require 
Buffers on these waters



Alternative Ag Practices



Alternative Ag Practices

Where 
 On land used for Cultivation Farming

What
 Practices based on NRCS Field Office Tech Guide
 “Other practices” approved by BWSR Board. 
 Must provide comparable water quality benefit. 



BWSR Buffer Enforcement Program



Buffer Tracking



2015 Buffer Law

For more information:

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/ http://dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/


Questions & Contact Information

Matt Fischer:
matt.fischer@state.mn.us

218-755-2683

Tom Gile (Buffer Coordinator):
tom.gile@state.mn.us

(o) (507) 206-2894
(c) (507) 696-1974

http://bwsr.state.mn.us/buffers/ http://dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html
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